THE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE

last stage of decay in the dreary allegories of Stephen Hawes.
The lively genius of Skelton gave it a momentary resurrec-
tion, and also experimented in other ways suggested by
medieval Latin poetry, but the time was now ripe for a
poetry of a less medieval and a more definitely humanistic
kind. The long-winded, late-medieval allegories were
abandoned, and a group of courtier-poets inaugurated a
new fashion of writing short poems of a more subjective kind
dealing particularly with love. A large part of their poetry
is probably lost. Tudor courtier-poets did not generally
have their works printed, but circulated them in manuscript.
What survives we owe chiefly to the enterprise of a printer
called Richard Tottel, who printed his famous anthology of
early Tudor courtly poetry, Songs and Sonettes written by the
ryght honorable Lorde Henry Haward late Earle of Surrey, and other',
usually known as TotteVs Miscellany, in 1557, the last year of
Queen Mary's reign, long after the death of most of the
contributors.

The two members of this group to whom an important
body of poetry can definitely be ascribed are Sir Thomas
Wyatt and the Earl of Surrey. Of others such as Sir
Francis Bryan and Lord Vaux hardly anything is known,
except the fact that they wrote poems in the new manner.
The pioneer was certainly Sir Thomas Wyatt (the name is
also spelt Wyat and Wiat). The son of a faithful servant of
Henry VII, he had held official positions at Henry VIII's
court since he was little more than a boy. In 1527 he accom-
panied an English embassy to Italy and visited Ferrara,
Bologna, Florence and Venice. Soon after his return he
was appointed High Marshal of Calais, then an English
possession. There can be little doubt that Wyatt's visit to
Italy in 1527 was comparable in its effect on English poetry
with those of Chaucer a century and a half before. For the
second time the English poetry was kindled into new life by
contact with Italian civilisation. We have no details of
Wyatt's Italian tour beyond the fact that he was taken pris-
oner by the Spaniards and escaped, but it is highly significant
that the famous book of Baldassare Castiglione called Tht
Courtier (II Cortegiano} had recently been written at this time
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